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Former NL resident goes to dogs

—
by Debbic Szumowski

Kerri Hunter's job has
gone o the dogs. Really

It wasn't axed by cor-
porate greed and she
wasn'| “downsized.”

It's just that the busi-
ness this former North-
ern Liberties resident
started as “Kerri’s Cat
Care, pet and housesit-
ting,™ in May of 1988 un-
leashed to include all
types of animale, includ-
ing many of the canine
persuasion,

“When 1 originally
wenl into business [
didn't have any intention
of dealing with dogs,”
Hunter said. “I was going
to do strictly cat care.™

Hunter Tound she was
barking up the wrong
tree. “l broke that rule
immediately,” she said,
“and I'm glad I did.”

Hunter's work, in an
expanding industry that
includes over 1,000 mem-
bers but once had 1o Gght
to be listed under “P™ in
telephone directorics,
was recently recopnized
by her peers. She just re-
turned from the annual
National Astodiation of
Professional Pet Sitters
(MAFPS) eonvention in
Dallas, TX with a new
addition to her nine-cat
litter: induction into
NAPPS's Hall of Fame.

“I call it the Pet Sitter
of the Year Award,™
Hunter said prouadly.
“What's really special
about this award 13 that
it's the first year NAFPS
bas. dome a pational

award,”

Hunter was nominaied
by ber peers. Knowing
ber colleagues thought
that much of her was hon-
or enough, the zaid. But
winning, was, well, really
the cal’s meow,

The self-described ani-
mal lover likened win-
ning 1o receiving an Os-
car. “You are singled out,
knowm as the hest it still
blows my mind,” she said.

Nominees were judged
on their work record and
what they have done for
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the industry, Hunter ex-
plained. Her work record
includes about 2,000 chi-
&nts, 15 of which are her
“bread and butter” regu-
lars, people who work
long hours and care about
their pets getting atien-
tion they need to stay
healthy, whether it's
food, exercise, medicne,
or a combination ut
things.

Sometimes Hunter's
clients are home but
phyzically unable Lo care
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Kerri Hm:: shows off the plaqu phqm ahtr:n:rrﬂl as the

first inducies into the Mational Association of Profes-
monal Fet Siters hall of fame. She also received a2
u';ndhcrin:d pitu (to the }ef) and other prizes.
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Then there are “vacs-
tioners™ who gave Hunter
the idea to go inlo bus-

Philadelphia came to =
standstill, Hunter d‘lﬂ'_
S Ihad t6 walk 0 Faire
mount,” said Hu:t::.'é
who lives in Fishtown.~
“If1dom't show up, a live
'I:-cin; won't get feed, or
in some cases, won't get,
medicine th ey nud_
When you get into t'ul‘
business, it's 12-

Althoagh she works
like a dog in & ;
I‘:!m-ltn.u'Iﬂ:rlliIl:in'n:‘_.l‘=

Hunler would have t q
other way.



