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Sitter Gives

On Life to

Vacationers

Dog, Cat ... Etcetera,
She'll Keep It Happy

By loe Clark

Dty Mews Sraff Writer

Eorri Hunter feels she was “predestined ™ 1o

waork with animals

May bre 1175 Becansge her molher was a bunny,

A wwe-locted. cottontaled, Playboy bunny

from the Windy City,

Whatever ...

Hunter &1l coltons 10 animals,

All kinds ol animals: Dogs, cais, birds, {ish,

ferrels, spakes and tertles. Lizards, spiders

and chameledms, o,

Hunler cperales @ pelsiting scrvice

And bocause 11owas summer's last lohg

hurrah, Humer was hepping more than wsual

over the Labor Dav weckend.

While Hunter's clients wore heving one

final, threcdey, outofdown {ling, she was

walking deggies, cuddling kitties and feeding

Tishics among other things

For the post 15 months, Hunter has been

dropiing inoon homes throughout 1he oty

CATING 00 creatures greal and small, and in

between

Hunter's charges range from heasyweight

Ralph, a 150-pound Labrador retricver, 10

lightweight ifghet, 8 2pound Yorkshire ler-

to fusberwesght Poppy the parakee
car-oid Cenier City resident, wha

|- L) o

The 25
has eight cons of her own, says she normally
averages about 25 stops 3 day, seven days &
ek,

Bt come the halidays, her pel $tops multi-
ply like rabbits. .
Owver the Labor Day weekend, Hunler ex-
pected to check on “at least™ 40 pets a day. “I'1
g2t no rest until Labor Day is long gone,” said
Hunier, “Many of my customers will b® gone
forthe entire week."”
Hunler started pet-sitting part time while
working for a veterinarian in the Art Museum
arca. A few customers went away and didn't
want o put their animals in a kennel,” she
said. “They asked me if I'd come o their
homes and walch their pets.”
Five menihs later, she traded in her vet job
for the pt job. [t wasn't long before the Hunt-
or became the hunted. Clicnts clamored for
her services. And with ads in the Welcomat
and on the side of her car, she now has so
much business that six people help her o
par time
Hunter said her service — Kerri's Cat Care
— Now visis more than 220 hauseholds, most
of them occupied by working people who
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On her daily rounds, pet-sitter Kemi Hunter walks spaniels Katy and Lily

You Can Pick and Choose Among
Pet-Sitters in the Area

Kerrl's Cat Care Is one of three bonded
pat-sitting sarvices in the Philadelphia
area. The others are Home Sitting
Services of the Main Line, Rosemont,
and Pet Sitters Ltd., of Cherry Hill,

don't have the necessary 1ime ta be with the
family pet.

For less than the price of o batFeul — S7.50
for a half-hour — Jlunler will walk, water.
feed and even ity 10 amnse Fido, Morris or
Tweetic. She slso makes “people food din-
ners” for finicky pets, and goos so Tar as 1o To-

tate the hot lamp warming a client’s favorite
snake or chameleon

“I'm an animal lover,” said Hunter. “When |
was growing up in Chicago we always had ani-
mals around the house — cats, pigeons,
snakes .. | feel | was predestined 10 work
wilth animals. | really do.”

If Hunter has one pet pecve, iU's not having
aday off in almost a vear and a hall, or a veca.
1on in almos! 1wo years.

"My last vacation was two yoars ago. | went
home to Chicago,” said Hunter, an avid Cubs
fan. "I went1e Wrigley Ficld almost every day.
When | was a kid | was always going Cubs
Eomes.”

“Twas rassed in Wrigley Field,” she added,

Born toa bunny, roised in Wogley

Ncould only happen Wa petsitter.
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